


Blue Statue I, 3026 x12 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



(Menandruv dum)

Samostatna vystava Jana Herese - House of Menander v prazské
The Chemistry Gallery predstavuje vybér autorovych dél, kterd vznik-
la v poslednim roce. Kontinualné se rozvijejici série monumentalnich
obraz( pfirozené propojuje riizné inspirace, které nacerpal béhem mi-
nulych studijnich a rezidenénich pobyt(. Na jednom misté spojuje ba-
revnost a estetiku indonéského uméni, kulturni a etnickou rozmanitost
amerického kontinentu, ozvény popularni kultury, svéta dragu a drag
queens i estetiky wrestlingovych masek.

vvev

Zeny do prvnich plan( obrazd. Cela téla, multifiguralni kompozice Ci
samostatné portréty vystupuj i z jednoduchych neutralnich barevnych
pozadi bez naznaku prostredi nebo doby. Monumentalini platna krici
divokymi barevnymi kombinacemi, geometrickou ploSnosti, struktu-
rami a abstraktnimi gestickymi tahy. Sledujeme barevné kontrasty,
dynamickou a gestickou praci se sprejem a Stétcem i zfetelné vrstvy
rlznych postupdl. Obrazy vznikaji prostrednictvim malifskych kola-

Zi sestavajicich ze stridajicich se barevnych ploch ¢i nasprejovanych
dasti, které autor vrstvi a prekryva. Pouzité technické postupy pfiroze-
né ovliviiuji vysledné formy, charakteristické ostrymi hranami postup-
né se ménicimi na geometrické tvary. Postavy jsou tak ploché a jakykoli
naznak prostorové modelace ma jen esteticky charakter. Prvotni kon-
takt se znakovosti &i hravosti akrylovych maleb i novych keramickych
objektl pFitahuje nasi pozornost a vede ji k politicko-spole¢enskym té-
mat({m spjatym s télem a télesnosti.

Vystavni selekce se zaméfuje na figuralni malifské kompozice, kte-
ré se prirozené odklanéji od realistického ztvarnéni a toho, co povazu-
jeme za vSeobecné idealy krasy. Heres cilené vyuziva formalni reduk-
ce, vyhyba se realistickym detaillim, pouziva zakladni zastupné znaky
a zvyraznuije konkrétni télesné ¢asti. Jeho figury jsou dynamické a pre-
exponované, jejich fyziognomie je stylizovana, fluidni a ¢asto nebinar-
ni. Citit z nich hlubokou psychologizaci, postavy prekypuji emocemi,
napétim ¢i sexualitou. Pracuje se symbolikou a estetikou masek a kos-
tym0, s nimiz se pfirozené oteviraji témata queer tél, genderové identi-
ty, napodobovani, zveli¢ovani ¢i vizualnich zameén. Narativy a atmosfé-
ru dale rozviji pomoci emocionality pouZzitych barev, gesty a vzajemnou
interakci postav.

Nazev vystavy odkazuje na stejnojmenné sidlo situované ve staro-
vékych Pompejich. Pojmenovano bylo podle nejznaméjsiho feckého
dramatika a predstavitele athénské nové komedie Menandra a ukryvalo
velkolepou architekturu, zarivou vyzdobu ale i sbirku erotického uméni,
které bylo pro fimskou spoleénost naprosto prirozené. Vystava House of
Menander tak tvofi jakousi paralelu k aktualnimu a postupnému otevi-
rani se tématlim genderové identity ¢i sexuality ve spolecnosti.

Text: Michal Stolarik



Green Head, 220200 cm, akryl na platne/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Jan Heres’ solo exhibition House of Menander at The Chemistry
Gallery in Prague presents a selection of the artist’s works created in
the last year. The gradually evolving series of monumental paintings
naturally absorbs the various strains of inspiration he has drawn from
his previous studies and artist residencies. At one place, he thus min-
gles the vivid colours of Indonesian art, the cultural and ethnic diver-
sity of the Americas, echoes of pop culture, the world of drag and drag
queens, and the aesthetics of wrestling masks.

Expressive figures placed in the paintings’ foreground are the
centre visual element of Heres' striking canvases. Whole bodies, mul-
ti-figure compositions or single portraits stand out from plain neu-
tral-coloured backgrounds, showing no indications as to the setting
or time. The monumental canvases scream with wild colour combina-
tions, planar geometry, textures and strokes of abstract gestures. The
artist works with colour contrasts, adding dynamics and gestures with
spray and brush and leaving visible the traces of individual painting
techniques. The paintings are created as pictorial collages composed
of coloured or sprayed areas, which the artist layers and overlaps. The
applied technical processes are naturally reflected in the resulting
forms, characterized by sharp edges gradually transforming into ge-
ometric shapes. The figures thus appear planar, where any traces of
the third dimension serve only aesthetic purposes. The initial contact
with the emblematic or playful nature of acrylic paintings and novel
ceramic objects attracts the viewer’s attention and diverts it to politi-
cal and social issues related to human body and corporeality.

House

o
Menander

Among the works selected for the exhibition are primarily figu-
rative pictorial compositions, where the author instinctively departs
from realistic representation of the generally acknowledged ideals of
beauty. Heres purposefully resorts to formal reduction, avoids realistic
details, uses basic symbols, and accentuates certain body parts. His
figures are dynamic and overexposed, with stylized, fluid and often
non-binary physiognomy. You can feel their inner state of mind, boil-
ing over with emotions, tensions and sexuality. The artist explores the
symbolic meaning and aesthetics of masks and costumes, whereby he
artlessly raises the topics of queer bodies, gender identity, imitation,
exaggeration and visual confusion. He further develops the narratives
and atmosphere through the emotions raised by the applied colours,
gestures and the mutual interaction between the figures.

The title of the exhibition comes from the eponymous settlement in
ancient Pompeii, which was in turn named after Menander, a renowned
Greek playwright and representative of the Athenian New Comedy. The
place of stunning architecture and bright decoration housed a collec-
tion of erotic art, which was quite normal in Roman society. House of
Menander is thus conceived as a metaphor of the contemporary so-
ciety, which is re-embracing the topics and discussions about gender
identity and sexuality.

Text: Michal Stolarik



Orange Head, 3040x30 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Diavolo, 240%200 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Blue Head, 28%21x19 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Drag queen |, 220=140 cm, akryl na platne/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Drag queen I1, 220140 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023







Coitus, 212725 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023
Duo, 28+30x20 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Lovers, 23x26x25 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023

Man, 23x20x22 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Connected, 35x23x22 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023






Eros, 50x30*22 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Boy, 140=130 cm akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023




Depressed, 100x100 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Blue Head, 220x200 cm, akryl a olej na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023




Digi, 100x100 cm, akryl na platné&/ acrylic on canvas, 2023



Menander, 125x29x24 ¢cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023




Girls, 200180 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Grin, 220x200 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023






Chakra I, 90x80 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Head I, 50x40 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head II, 5040 c¢m, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023

Head I, 5040 ¢m, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head IV, 50x40 ¢m, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Head V,50=40 ¢cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head VI, 60 =50 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023

Head VII, 60x50 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head VIII, 60 =50 ¢m, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Head XIII, 60 =50 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head XIV, 60 x50 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023

Head XV, 60x50 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023 Head XVI, 60=50 c¢m, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Complicated Gestures, 200x220 ¢cm, akryl a olej na platné/ acrylic and oil on canvas, 2021, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection




Bodies, 160x120 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2021, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection




Love Buzz, 90x80 cm, textura, akryl a olej na platné/ texture, acrylic and oil on canvas, 2021, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection



Gesture, 240 =160 cm, akryl a olej na platné/acrylic and oil on canvas, 2021, sbirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection




Touches, 170=150 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2021, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection






Couple, 130x120 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2022, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection




Les Femmes V, 220 =140 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2022, shirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection




Manchild, 300 =240 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023, sbirka Roberta Runtaka/Robert Runtak Collection







Girls I1,200=180 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Les Femmes IV, 220 =140 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2022



Joker, 100x100 ¢m, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023



Les Femmes I, 240160 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2022



Les Femmes I, 240x160 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2022



Les Femmes |, 240x160 c¢m, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2022



Lovers, 240200 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023







Naked, 130 <140 ¢cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Pose, 200180 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023




Primitivus, 170 =150 cm, akryl na platn&/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Rawdeus, 240=200 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023




Red, 130x140 cm, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023






Solitude, 170 =150 cm, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023







Warrior, 130100 ¢m, akryl na platné/acrylic on canvas, 2023



Witches, 110x110 ¢m, akryl na platné/ acrylic on canvas, 2023



Mottled Head, 38 *33=39 c¢m, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Yellow Statue, 33x35x30 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023

Orange Statue, 30 40x14 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Blue Statue Il, 48 x50 =15 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023
Blue Statue Ill, 38x30=20 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Wrestling Mask, 28 x30x23 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



Red Head, 21x27x21 cm, glazovana keramika/ glazed ceramics, 2023



JAN HERES
Narozen 2.2.1992 v St. Gallenu ve Svycarsku. Zije a pracuje v Praze.
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2007-2011  Stfedniumélecka Skola Vaclava Hollara, Praha
2011-2017  Akademie vytvarnych uméniv Praze, ateliér maliFstvi Michaela

Rittsteina |
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2014-2015 Indonésky institut uméni, Yogyakarta, ateliér malif'stvi : 1
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SAMOSTATNE VYSTAVY:

2023  House of Menander, The Chemistry Gallery, Praha i
2022 Bite Back, Galerie Felixe Jeneweina, Kutna Hora

2022  (UN) Attainable Light, Miami, Florida (s Filipem Svehlou)

2022  Love Buzz, The Chemistry Gallery, Dim Radost, Praha

2020 Laskovrazda, Sokolovna, Brandys nad Orlici (s Davidem Mazancem)

2019  Bez védomi, Galerie SCigol, Praha

2019 370 dni slune&no, Jan Cejka Gallery, Praha (s Filipem Svehlou)

2016  Napul, Galerie Via Art, Praha (s Adélou Lustigovou)

2023  Earth,Wind, Fire, Water, Jan Heres, Martin Kaémarek, Dominika Kovadi-

kova, Jan Soumar, DOT. Contemporary, Bratislava, Slovensko
2023  Dragon Fruit, Jan Heres, Laura Limbourg, Markéta Kolarova, Praha [
2023 InArte Voluptas, The Chemistry Gallery, Galerie Portheimka, Praha |
2022 18 FPS, Jan Cejka Gallery, Praha ‘

SKUPINOVE VYSTAVY (VYBER): . S

2022  Finale 15. roéniku Ceny kritiky za mladou malbu, Galerie Kritikd, Praha

2022 Dirave stazi, Pragovka Gallery, Praha

2021  Mégethos 28, Kampus Hybernska, Praha

2021  Finale 14. ro¢niku Ceny kritiky za mladou malbu, Galerie Kritik(, Praha

2021  Duhav desti, Artotéka Méstské knihovny v Praze

2020  ArtPrague, Youngrealart, Praha

2020 Real Dreams, Nova sifi, Praha

2017 Nova vina - vystava diplomovych praci AVU, Narodni galerie, Praha

2014  Prosel jsem kolem jablon&, Nakladové nadrazi Zizkov, Praha

2013  12.ESID - Prazské vitani jara, Galerie K4, Praha

2013  Okolni svét, Narodni technicka knihovna, Praha

2012 Xlllet ateliéru malif'stvi Ill Michaela Rittsteina, Velvyslanectvi Ceské
ambasady ve Vidni, Rakousko

Jan Heres (1992, St. Gallen, Svycarsko) Zije a pracuje v Praze. V letech 2011-2017 studo-
val na Akademii vytvarnych uméniv Praze, kde proSel ateliéry Michaela Rittsteina a Jifiho
Sopka. Mezi lety 2014-2015 absolvoval studijni pobyt na Indonéském institutu umeéni v Yo-
gyakarté. V letech 2021 a 2022 byl finalistou Ceny kritiky za mladou malbu. V roce 2022

se zucastnil umélecké rezidence ve THINK+feel Contemporary Art Gallery v Miami. Sa-
mostatné vystavoval v institucich jako Galerie Felixe Jeneweina (Kutna hora), THINK+feel
Contemporary Art Gallery (Miami), Dim Radost (Praha) nebo Jan Cejka Gallery (Praha)

a byl soucasti skupinovych vystav v prazskych galeriich Pragovka Gallery, Kampus Hy-
bernska, a jinych.



JAN HERES
Born on February 2nd, 1992 at St. Gallen, Switzerland. Lives and works in Prague.
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ﬁ " 2007-2011  High art school of Vaclav Hollar in Prague
Wt 2011-2017  Academy of Fine Arts in Prague, Czech Republic, Painting Studio of Mi-
chael Rittstein
2015-2016  Academy of Fine Arts in Prague, Czech Republic, Painting Studio of Jifi
Sopko
2014-2015 Indonesian Institute of the Arts, Yogyakarta, Painting studio

SOLO EXHIBITIONS:
2023  House of Menander, The Chemistry Gallery, Prague
2022  Bite Back, Felixe Jenewein Gallery, Kutna Hora
2022  (UN) Attainable Light, Miami, Florida (with Filip Svehla)
2022  Love Buzz, The Chemistry Gallery, Dim Radost, Prague
2020  Lovekill, Sokolovna, Brandys nad Orlici (with David Mazanec)
2019  Unconsciousness, Galerie SCigol, Prague
2019 370 Sunny Days, Jan Cejka Gallery, Prague (with Filip Svehla)
2016 In Half, Via Art Gallery, Prague (with Adéla Lustigova)

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED):
2023  Earth, Wind, Fire, Water, Jan Heres, Martin Kaémarek, Dominika
Kovadikova, Jan Soumar, DOT. Contemporary, Bratislava, Slovakia
2023  Dragon Fruit, Jan Heres, Laura Limbourg, Markéta Kolarova, Prague
2023 InArte Voluptas, The Chemistry Gallery, Portheimka Gallery, Prague
2022 18 FPS, Jan Cejka Gallery, Prague
2022  15th Price of Art Critics for Young Painting, Galerie Kritikd, Prague
2022  Blasts Cries Laughter, Pragovka Gallery, Prague
2021  Mégethos 28, Kampus Hybernska, Prague
2021  14th Price of Art Critics for Young Painting, Galerie Kritik(, Prague
2021 Rainbow in the Rain, Art Library of Municipal Library in Prague
2020 ArtPrague Fair, Youngrealart, Prague
2020 Real Dreams, Nova sin, Prague
2017  New Wave - Diploma work exhibition 2017, National Gallery, Prague
2014 1 Walked Past an Apple Tree, Nakladove nadrazi Zizkov, Prague
2013  12th ESID - Welcoming of Prague’s Spring, K4 Gallery, Prague
2013  The World Around Us, Gallery of the National Technical Library, Prague
2012  Twelve Years of the Painting Studio of Michael Rittstein, Embassy of the
Czech Republic in Vienna, Austria

Jan Heres (1992, St. Gallen, Switzerland) lives and works in Prague. From 2011 to 2017, he
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague, in the studios led by Michael Rittstein and
Jiti Sopek. He spent the years 2014 - 2015 at a study stay at the Indonesian Institute of the
Arts in Yogyakarta. He was a finalist for the Critics’ Award for Young Painters in In 2021 and
2022.1In 2022, he was a resident artist at THINK+feel contemporary Art Gallery in Miami.
He had solo exhibitions at Galerie Felix Jenewein, Kutna hora; THINK+feel contemporary
Art Gallery, Miami; Dim Radost, Prague, and Jan éejka Gallery, Prague, among others. He
also presented his works at joint exhibitions at Pragovka Gallery; Kampus Hybernska; Crit-
ics Gallery, The National Gallery, etc.
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koncepce vystavy [ concept of the exhibition: Petr Hajek
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Katalog je vydan u pfilezitosti vystavy Jana Herese House of Menander
v The Chemistry Gallery v Hale 40 v HoleSovické trznici, ktera se konala
0d 21.6.d023.7.2023.

The catalog is published on the occasion of the exhibition Jan Heres
House of Menander at The Chemistry Gallery in H40 in HoleSovicka
trznice, which took place from June 21 through July 23, 2023.



